MIA SCHON | BIO

Mia Schon is a mosaic installation artist, instructor and painter who works out of her studio in Tel Aviv, Israel. She graduated from the
University of Michigan with a degree in Fine Art and Design in 2009. In 2014, Mia made the decision to leave her home in Boston to visit
Tel Aviv for three months but quickly fell in love with the city for its vibrant art scene, heart, and soul — and decided to stay.

With a strong affinity for public art and social impact, Mia has made it her mission to spread large colorful mosaics throughout Israel
incorporating text, local tiles and recycled materials into her work. She enjoys collaborating and then creating commissioned pieces. Often
you can find her out on the street with a hammer in hand working on her latest street art mural. In addition to her public art, Mia teaches

small mosaic workshops out of her studio.
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Byron Street Mosaic
oft x 5ft (1.8m x 1.5m)
Tel Aviv, Israel, 2016
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Avital's Garden
10ft x 6ft (3M x 1.9mM)
Tel Aviv, Israel, 2017



| Love You So Much
8ft x 8ft (2.5m x 2.5m)
Tel Aviv, Israel, 2016



)
Tel Aviv, Israel, 2017

Yalla Balagan
8ft x 2ft (2.5m x 60cm

Nahalat Binyamin,



We Were All Once Refugees | Collaboration with Kuchinate
oft x 7ft (2.7m x 2.1m)
Rothschild Blvd, Tel Aviv, Israel, 2018



Over 20,000 rally in Tel Aviv in

support of asylum seekers

Protest takes place ahead of court deadline this week for government
decision on deportation plan; minister says job migrants will be sent
away, kids and war refugees can stay

By TOI STAFF and LUKE TRESS o o e 6 352
24 March 2018, 8:55pm | BN 22 shares
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theasianisraeli
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TOP POSTS MOST RECENT
< #yallabalagan < Atarim Square

karinifargan natalie_selflove_guide
Nahalat Biniamin, Tel Aviv
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gyanover Follawing telavivart makagan
Tel-Aviv Marina Nahalat Biniamin, Tel Aviv Atarim Square

149 likes

theasianisraeli REFUGEE STATUS - Today is
World Refugee Day, which for some people =4
could mean nothing, but I'd like to... more S 27wes
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amazing mosaic mural and for catching this pic &
#visitisrael #tiv




The art form of mosaics, which creates beauty from brokenness,
offers not only a symbol of healing, but the ability to create renewed
wholeness out of each of our own broken pieces. Our sacred loss

of life and love at times leaves us unable to breath. There is a
community of love and support surrounding you to lift you up and
carry you through these troubled waters.

We weave in the healing imagery of each of our stories into our own
collaborative mosaic and remember to look to each other for
understanding, compassion and comfort, when we strive to put the
pieces of life back together.

“Shine a Light” Suicide Prevention, West Texas Counseling & Guidance, Fall 2018
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Israel Ride, Arava Institute
32ft x 4ft (10m x 116cm)
Kibbutz Ketura, Israel 2018

= local ceramic



Save a Child's Heart
23ft x 6ft (7m x 1.8m)
Holon, Israel, 2019
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Jaffa Garden
14ft x 3ft (4.3m x 1m)
Tel Aviv, Israel, 2017









Shminit
5ft x 7ft (1.47m x 2.10m)
Tel Aviv, Israel, 2019
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hottly alter moving 1o lwael from Boston s
S 2014, mosalc mutal artist Mia Schon foutd het-

self in Mevaseret Zion, a subueb of Jerusalem,
skeeping in her clients’ small home office - converted
into & temporary bedroom for bes to use after a long
day's work,

The clients, Avital, Ehod and thelr two children,
wete finally redecorating their bome - a lifclong
deeam - adver Avital survived becast camcer, and
commisshoned Schon to create a colorful mosalc
mural on the outside wall of thels house. Facing
lasge garden and hidden from public view, the plece
meaures over three meters tall and three and a half
meters wide at Ity broadest point. It was Schon's first
peivate commission, and to save time and reduce
traved expenses - she lives and works in Tel Aviv -
the family agreed to host her during the project’s
duration, "Only In lsael” Schon quips. *You
wouldn't do that in a contract anywhere else.”

Th ameaboul rathe
Schon's apartment ks located on a quict, central, tree-
limed street not far from the Mediterranean Sea, and
until recently, was marked by a graffitl-covered wall
near the entrance. Walking past this wall for years,
Schon wondeted why no one painted over it

Then, after beaving hee job as head of cusomer

experience at a start-up company, she ok a shon
vacation to Barcelona, where she was insplred by
the prevalence of mosales, Upan her return to Tel
Aviy, she decided to fix the wall hersell. *7 just kind
of started,” says Schon, who studied arnt and design
at The Univenity of Michigan and learned w0 mosak
fromm noted antist salah Zager. “And then | freaked out.
ke, witast il T do? | was still new to this country,*
Like many of her mosalcs, Schon created the plece

Fragments of localty made tiles await trandormation into
e TOABRC. (Moo Anan Priiar)

Left: Mural artist Mia Schon's colorful mosakc
n Mevaseret Zion, and Avital, the client who
commissioned it (s Schon)

Schon puts the finishing touches a new plece.

a3 well as other objects she finds on the street.

She mibxes her grout with bright fewel-toned house
palnt and creates kettered tiles that spedl out the pleyful
expressions she wwes to tile her pleces. These include
Love You Very Much (located i Atarim Square, a central
but poody malntained public square near the beach)
and Yalla Balagan (mcaning “Let's go all out,” which
frames the heavy wooden doors of an old synagogue
on Nahalat Mnyamin Street),

on a waall the doesn’t own - and didn't ask p
Suil, her nelghbors, whom she got 1o know as she
worked, responced positively.

“lundersiood the impact of putting a plece of art in
the nelghbothood,” she reflects. “Everyone talked to
cach other. It affects the community,”

Schon didn't know it st the thme, but the office of
Marmelada Market, an online marketplace for fsracll
artists and designers, was located across the street
Employees noticed the colorful mesale Schon was
creating and featured het In 3 newsletter sent 1o over
16,000 [seaell art lovers - Avital among them, 1 lied
that she did a mosalc near ber howse for free, just
the stree,” says Avital,

“She's @ VeTy WAl person.

This waemth b visible In Schon's work, which
alongide local tiles she buys in Jaffa’s fea market
includes curiosities M animal Bgurines, vases filled
with flowery, fragmentod images of Elvis, and mirron

wosting, S¢he hes forwalls she
deems “low risk” - unattractive, slated for demolition,
ot located In run-down nelghborhoods. That wary, she
says, she's less ikely 1o be questioned and more kely
o have a positive impact on the community.

Although maost of her monaics are ight-hearted - she
evien hosted a street party to celebrate the completion
of I Lave You Very Mich < ber recent work Is more
contemplative.

She created We Wore AN Once Reflagess on ugscale
Rothachild  Boulevard, In  collabosation  with
Kuchinate, a collective of female African asybum
seckers In lrael making and selling crocheted baskets.
to achieve financial stabllity and eduaate the pablic
about their cause.

The women aie counted among an estimated
40,000 migrants scattered acros the country, mainly
from Eritrea and Sudan, who live under the constant
threat of deportation. Schon created the mesaic

N ERUSALIM | MAY TH, 2018

for free, assivied by friends, students (she teaches
mosale classes in her studio), and the aylum seekers
themseives. The plece’s title, the idea of Kuchinate's
Eritrean co-founder Sister Aziza, appeans in the mosaic
In English and Hebrew, and s a boose reference 1o the
biblical phrase “And you shall not mistroat a stranger,
nor shall you oppress him, for you were strangers in
the Land of Egypt.”

“That was my first time doing & political plece,

- n@.?g, 2018

In memc

Pour le programme en francais, voir le lien ci-dessous
For details of the French Tikun Leil, s

For full program details see

which | was worrled about,” sdmits Schon. “1 made
siite | could be an advocate before |dic it | read up on
It t's really awful, what's happening,”

Sihe hopes to create more socially aware work in the
Tuture.

Although she hasn't spent much time in Jerusalem,
she's curious about the city’s diverse religious and
ethnic populations and how different cultures. would
rexpond 1o het work.

on Tel Avivs Rothschild
Bovlevard. (Courtiny)

Schon’s "Yakia Balagan®
manaic, framing the door of
a vynagogue on Tel Aviv's
Nahalat Bemyamin Street.

This summer, she's taveling back 1o Boston as

part of Brandels University's Our Generation Spoaks

i, & p vosng beachi and ¥
community lcaders secking to create soclal mpact
ventures in the reglon.

1 want my work 1o be intentional,” seys Schon. “It's
nice to make fun pleces that bring people happloess -
that's just as valid - but [ want to be on a deeper bevel,
where | can bring people together,”
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UForge Gallery | Familiar Faces
Jamaica Plain, MA, 2011



